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TICKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th December 2025 at 7.00 p.m.
at the Village Hall Committee Room
This meeting had been deferred from Tuesday 9th December due to unavoidable absences and illness.
		

PRESENT:  Cllr John Banks in the chair, Cllrs Bruce Ralfs, Robin Duffin, Pam Trenchard and Rachel Maby.
In attendance: The Clerk and one member of the public (part time).

165/25	APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs David Balderstone, Ann Loader, Dan Sewell, David Trump and Steve Williams.

166/25	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	There were no declarations of interest in any agenda item.

167/25	MINUTES of the meeting held on 11th November 2025, copies of which had been previously circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record.  

168/25	CLERK’S REPORT
	The Clerk had circulated information on appointments for recycling centres, National Grid news, local bus service update and Wessex Water information days.  The Clerk was asked to write to Roger Triggol thanking him for making a barn available for a community carol singing event.  

169/25	HIGHWAYS
(a) Illuminated bus stops: Despite their promoting ‘active travel’, no further information on funding had been received from NSC.  The Clerk would write again to request an update on the availability of funding.	CLERK
(b) B3130 Traffic Issues and VAS signs:  The Clerk had circulated a disappointing response from NSC: the CEO had simply passed the letter to the officers who had been involved in previous discussions and their response had been that they had no suggestions for traffic calming measures in the village.  It was also noted that the two broken VAS signs would not be replaced by NSC.  Councillors discussed various options and the following were unanimously agreed:  
· to notify NSC that some vehicle speed indicators showed that Stone Edge Batch was a 60mph area; 
· to request NSC to reinstate the white lines on the road approaching the (now damaged) speed camera (although requested, this was not done when the new road service was laid);
· to request that NSC paint 30mph reminders on the road;
· to obtain quotations for solar powered vehicle activated signs and to apply for a CIL grant.  A paper previously circulated provided a detailed procedure, including consulting NSC for advice and informing the Tickenham Road Action Group of the proposal.

(c) Incidents:  A wall had fallen down near The Star Inn. 
On Tickenham Hill a large tree had fallen, causing a road closure. The Clerk would enquire as to whether these very large trees beside a busy road should be surveyed for safety.
Thanks were recorded to NSC for excellent work in clearing the footpath at the bottom of Tickenham Hill.
Police had attended an incident near Tickenham Garage, necessitating a road closure.

170/25	FOOTPATHS
Notice had been received of a proposed Footpath Diversion Order for footpath LA16/28 (Cottage in the Garden, Orchard Avenue).  The Council raised no objections.
Councillor Banks was liaising with the Avon Wildlife Trust about placement of the seats on the path above Barrow Court.  

171/25	PLANNING APPLICATIONS	CLERK
(a) New applications: 
25/P/2296/FUH: 3 Jacklands Cottages:  Creation of offroad parking including provision of improved visibility splay.  Provision of a parking facility had been considered on several occasions previously and refused and it was noted that the Highways Department could not support the current application.  The Council believed that the current proposal for an improved visibility splay did not significantly improve the safety of the access/egress and recommended that the application be refused.  

25/P/2513/P/FUL:  12 Clevedon Road:  Demolition of existing dwelling; erection of three new dwellings.  It was noted that similar applications had been refused.  The Council recommended that the application be refused due to the following: location within the green belt; inappropriateness in the countryside; impact on wildlife and increased traffic flow.
25/P/2530/FUH:  Deep Acres, Cadbury Camp Lane:  Erection of single storey rear extension; oak framed balcony.  No objections were raised.

(b) Updates
The Clerk reported on recent NSC decisions notably approval for the demolition a bungalow at 91 Clevedon Road and the erection of a two-storey dwelling.  

Following the presentation at the last meeting about possible development on a site in Clevedon, councillors commented that the views of Clevedon Town Council would be important and it was hoped that Tickenham Parish Council would also be consulted if a formal application were made. 

(c) Development in Nailsea 24/P/1685/OU2:  Notice of amended details for proposed development on land north of Nailsea and adjacent to the Tickenham boundary had been received.  The Parish Council had previously objected to this proposal, particularly in relation to the impact that traffic generated by 381 dwellings plus commercial development would have on Tickenham.  It was agreed that Cllr Banks would produce an objection based on his response to development as contained in the Local Plan 2041 and the lack of relevant infrastructure.

(d) Street numbering:  The Clerk had received details of the property numbering in Mare’s Croft (the new development on land at 82 Clevedon Road).  Noted.

172/25	NAILSEA ENVIRONMENT AND WILDLIFE TRUST
The Clerk reported that following the withdrawal of the Environment Agency from any responsibility for maintenance, the Trust had expressed concern over the maintenance of rivers and banks, particularly as part of the river was in the Trust site at Moor End Spout.  Cllr Banks had offered to meet with Mr Tim Southwood, the chairman of NEWT, on site and would report back in due course.	CLERK/JB
	
173/25	FINANCES	CLERK
(a)  	Payments:  The following were approved for payment:
Clerk’s salary November 	£343.78
HMRC November 	£85.80
Clerk’s expenses November (admin, printing)	£5.20
K & E Property Services (waste bins November)	£192.00
Ian Trenchard (clearing front car park)	£60.00
Tickenham Village Hall (meeting room)	£100.00

(b) 2026/27 Budget
No further enquiries had been received following inclusion of the budget on the website.  The Clerk had received the council tax calculator and it was estimated that, with no change in the local precept, the effect on the parish council element of council tax for a Band D property would be -0.6%. However, this figure was not final and would probably be affected by various other contributing factors over which the parish council had no control.		

174/25	NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS 
(a) Local Plan 2041:  Cllr Banks had circulated nine papers containing proposed responses to the Local Plan 2041.  The main focus of the replies was on development in neighbouring areas (particularly Nailsea and Backwell), the effect of proposals on Tickenham and the lack of infrastructure.  Councillors fully agreed with the proposed responses which would be submitted on behalf of Tickenham Parish Council.  Thanks were recorded to Cllr Banks for producing such comprehensive documents.
(b) Bay Tree Special School, Clevedon:  Notice had been received of a proposal to increase the number of school places from 120 to 160.  The Council made no comment.
(c) Ward Boundaries:  Referring to a recent consultation on ward boundaries, Cllr Trenchard was concerned that Tickenham would lose its identity, particularly as it was already linked with Portishead for police matters.



175/25	COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY
(a) Progress report:  Cllr Maby reported that progress on the history boards was steady, with the first one nearing production.  
Cllr Maby would check whether the current members of the Assessment Panel were willing to serve again.	RM
It was noted that approximately £7,659 remained in the fund.  Accumulated interest needed to be added and further funds were expected as approved developments commenced.  
(b) Clarification of Procedures:  Following discussion at the previous meeting, it had been proposed by Cllr Banks that the current procedure for grant applications be amended to clarify that as a local organisation the Parish Council could apply for grants from the CIL fund. It was noted that no organisation could apply for funds once a project had been completed.  The amended was noted and approved and would be included in future documentation.	

176/25	VILLAGE HALL REPORT
	Cllr Maby had been invited to an ad hoc meeting of the Management Committee when it was agreed that an annual donation would be made to car park maintenance.  It was hoped this would be ratified by the full Committee.   	

177/25	CAR PARK
	Two potholes would be repaired when the weather was appropriate.  The new signs for parking charges were ready for erection.

178/25	VILLAGE FIELD REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk24724777]Security bollards were now in place. The Clerk would receive two keys, one being for the grass cutting contractors.  

179/25	THE STAR INN
	The Clerk was asked to contact NSC about what appeared to be unauthorised activities at the former Star Inn.	CLERK

180/25	ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS
	The Clerk was asked to check the regulations for absences from council meetings.	CLERK

181/25	DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   13th January 2026 at 7.00 p.m.  


